
Connect Earth-Sikkim is an initiative championed, 
endorsed and mentored by the Hon’ble Chief Minister 
of Sikkim, Shri Prem Singh Tamang (Golay) aimed at 
rejuvenating barren land and promoting sustainable 
agricultural practices by fostering widespread community 
participation and elevate the dignity of farming. The 
program seeks to strengthen Sikkim’s commitment 
to environmental stewardship and sustainable rural 
development. This initiative promises sustainable, long-
term benefits for land management, crop production, 
public health, economic growth, and holistic development 
in the State. 

The Sikkim State Civil Services Officers’ Association (SSCSOA) was eager to contribute to this 
noble cause. The Association communicated with the Coordinator of the Mission, Shri Robin 
Seva, ADC (Development) Pakyong with due appreciation and congratulating for his exemplary 
coordination of the Mission – Connect Earth-Sikkim. And requested for identification of a suitable 
plot at Samsing for our Association to actively participate in this transformative mission. 

The Sikkim State Civil Service Officers’ 
Association (SSCSOA) decided to initiate 
a plantation drive of avocado saplings and 
nakima plants (tupistra nutans) as part of 
the Connect Earth – Sikkim initiative. The 
Phase-I event was conducted on August 9, 
2025, at Samsing, Pakyong, on designated 
land allocated by the Government of Sikkim. 

Through this plantation drive, the 
SSCSOA reaffirmed its dedication to this 
transformative vision, emphasizing the 
importance of agriculture and traditional 
farming practices cherished in rural Sikkim.  

Connect Earth-Sikkim & SSCSOA 



	 The initiative also aims at reconnecting Civil Service Officers with nature, enabling young 
officers to inspire broader societal engagement in sustainable farming and environmental 
conservation. 

	 By aligning the SCS members with the programmes of the State Government, the SSCSOA 
seeks to foster a cooperative relationship with the government, ensuring mutual trust so that there 
is no trust deficit. Such collaboration will promote unity within the SCS community, enabling us to 
work together as a cohesive team in the future.

	 The programme was graced by Shri Rinzing Chewang Bhutia, IAS , Secretary to Government 
of Sikkim for Department of Personnel, Planning and Development. It was also attended by the 
following Secretaries as the Guest of Honour.

1.	 Ms. Kesang Dicki Rechung, IAS – State Election Commission

2.	 Ms. Dicky Yangzom, IAS – Mines and Geology Department

3.	 Shri Bimal Rai, SCS – Sikkim State Electricity Regulatory Board (SSERB)

4.	 Ms. Annapurna Alley, SCS – IPR Department

5.	 Shri Bhim Thatal, SCS – Labour Department

	 The plantation drive saw the enthusiastic participation of State Civil Officers from various 
ranks including the Panchayat President of Pachey Samsing GP, local gentries. The programme was 
facilitated and coordinated by the Executive Members of SSCSOA namely Shri Dhushyant Pariyar 
(President), Shri Manoj Rai (Vice-President), Ms. Thinley Pema Chankapa (General Secretary), 
Shri Himmat Rai (Joint Secretary-), Shri Suresh Rai (Joint Secretary-II), Shri Chingtop Bhutia (Joint 
Secretary-III), Ms. Asha Subba (Treasurer) and Ms. Munna  Pradhan (Assistant Treasurer).

	 The Association had procured 150 saplings of Avocado plants of Hass Variety from 
Yangang from a local farmer at the costs of Rs.22,500 while Nakima Plants (Tupistra Nutans) was 
procured from Assam Lingzey from a local farmer who provided it voluntarily without any cost. 
The avocado plants are expected to yield from three years of its plantation from i.e. 2028 and can 
give 1000-1500 fruits at the minimum in a year. The SSCSOA plans to continuously plant avocado 
every year so that it develops into a Model Orchard.

	 Shri Robin Seva, the ADC(Development) Pakyong and the Coordinator of Connect 
Earth-Sikkim was very appreciative of the SCS fraternity for having supported the noble and 
transformative programme of the State Government. He also handed over the Vision Document 
on Connect Earth-Sikkim to the Chief Guest  and the Secretaries.

	 The SSCSOA also handed over 15 Sickels and 15 Kaatas (spades) for the Mission at 
Samsing procured from traditional local craftsman.

 

 























“No Idea is Small or Big. It has 
potential to impact.”

Shri Rinzing Chewang Bhutia, IAS
Chief Guest

With Young SCS Officers

Shri Dushyant Pariyar, SCS
President – SSCSOA

With Young SCS Officers

Presenting Memento to Chief Guest & 
Coordinator, Connect Earth-Sikkim
























